EDUCATION BUREAU CIRCULAR MEMORANDUM NO. 65/2024

From : Permanent Secretary for Education To : Supervisors and Principals of all
public-sector  schools  (including
government, aided, caput, and special
schools) and schools under the Direct
Subsidy Scheme

Ref. :EDB(CD)CLE/FIN/65/28CUL
Date : 25 March 2024

One-off Grant for Promotion of Chinese Culture Immersion Activities

Summary

This circular memorandum (“CM”) informs all public-sector schools (including
government, aided, caput and special schools) and schools under the Direct Subsidy Scheme
(“DSS”) of the details about the disbursement of the “One-off Grant for Promotion of Chinese

Culture Immersion Activities” (“the Grant™).

Background

2. The Education Bureau (EDB) attaches great importance to the learning of Chinese
culture. The rich and excellent traditional Chinese culture is our advantage for development and an
important foundation for maintaining national unity and solidarity, thus helping students
understand and inherit Chinese culture is a crucial aspect of school education. In order to support
schools in raising students’ interest in learning traditional Chinese culture and strengthening their
sense of national identity, the EDB has been developing relevant learning and teaching resources
as well as organising diversified student activities and Mainland exchange programmes, etc., to
create a cultural atmosphere on school campus.

3. At present, the curricula of all key stages at the primary and secondary levels already
cover learning elements of Chinese culture. In line with the direction for curriculum
development, many schools have endeavoured to provide students with multifarious cultural
learning experiences, such as organising Chinese Culture Day and learning activities on
calligraphy, tea art, and Cantonese opera, with a view to increasing students’ interest in and
understanding of Chinese culture. The EDB now provides a “One-Off Grant for Promotion of
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Chinese Culture Immersion Activities”, offering additional resources for schools to further
enhance students’ learning of Chinese culture.

Details

4. EDB will provide a Grant of $300,000 in the 2023/24 school year for each
public-sector school and DSS school to strengthen the learning of Chinese culture that tie in with
the curriculum. Schools can deploy the Grant until the end of the 2026/27 school year to organise a
variety of activities and programmes related to Chinese culture, such as (please refer to Annex 1
“Guidelines on the Use of One-off Grant for Promotion of Chinese Culture Immersion Activities”
[Chinese version only]):
e organising subject-based or cross-curricular student learning/immersion
activities or lectures about Chinese culture (e.g. organising Chinese Culture
Week/Day, arranging various learning programmes on topics such as calligraphy,
Chinese painting, tea art, speech arts, Cantonese opera, Chinese music and
Chinese dance, organising lectures, reading circles or reading activities on
themes related to Chinese culture);
e organising joint-school activities or competitions related to Chinese culture in
Hong Kong or the Mainland, or subsidising students to participate in such
activities;
e organising local cultural study tours or visits, or subsidising students to
participate in such activities;
e developing curricula related to Chinese culture;
e procuring and developing learning and teaching resources on Chinese culture
(e.g. books, multimedia and electronic teaching resources) to enhance students’
interest in learning; and
e subsidising students and accompanying teachers to participate in Mainland
exchange activities to learn more about Chinese culture.

Use of the Grant

5. Schools can deploy the Grant to organise activities and programmes before the end of
the 2026/27 school year to help students understand and appreciate Chinese culture, thereby
strengthening their sense of belonging to the country. Schools should refer to the points to note in
EDB Circular No. 3/2022 “Acceptance of Advantages and Donations by Schools and their Staff”.
Aided schools (including special schools) and caput schools are also required to comply with the
procurement procedures in EDB Circular No. 4/2013 “Procurement Procedures in Aided Schools”
and “Guidelines on Procurement Procedures in Aided Schools (Updated in June 2023)”, while
government schools should follow the stores and procurement guidelines promulgated in relevant
EDB Internal Circulars. DSS schools should follow the guidelines on procurement procedures of



aided schools, or the school-based procurement policies formulated upon the endorsement of their
School Management Committee (“SMC”)/Incorporated Management Committee (“IMC”).

6. The Grant can only be used for activities or programmes related to Chinese culture.
Schools may combine subsidies from the EDB on a need basis to cover the cost of activities
related to Chinese culture. However, there should be no duplication of financial support for the
same item. Schools shall deploy the Grant in a prudent manner and ensure that the subsidies
concerned are utilised in line with relevant principles and ambits. The use of subsidies on students
should also be documented for review and inspection.

Disbursement Arrangements

7. Application is not required. A one-off grant of $300,000 will be disbursed for each
aided school (including special school), caput school and DSS school in March 2024. The Grant
will be credited directly to the school’s bank account for receiving grants from the EDB. For
government schools, the Grant will be provided in the form of budget allocation under a
designated user code (to be notified separately).

Financial and Accounting Arrangements

8. Schools are required to observe the established principles and requirements on the use
of public funds promulgated by the EDB when using the Grant. All schools receiving the Grant
should keep a separate ledger account to properly record all the income and expenditures related to
the Grant. Schools should keep all books of accounts, receipts, payment vouchers and invoices,
financial records and relevant documents for at least 7 years for accounting and auditing purposes.
Aided schools (including special schools), caput schools and DSS schools should adhere to the
EDB’s requirements on submission of the annual audited accounts set out in the relevant
CMs/letters as well as their appendices in preparing for ledger accounts and annual accounts. The
EDB may request schools to provide relevant documents for auditing the use of the Grant when
necessary. Schools shall ensure the effective use of the Grant, all of which should be spent on
expenditure items related to the promotion of Chinese culture. Schools failing to provide relevant
documents for auditing or not spending the Grant according to the ambit stated in this CM will be
required to return to the EDB the disbursed amounts of those items not subvented by the Grant.

9. Schools should manage their financial expenditure in a prudent manner. Aided schools
should note that the Grant is not subsumed under the Operating Expenses Block Grant
(“OEBG”)/the Expanded Operating Expenses Block Grant (“EOEBG”). If the Grant is insufficient
to cover all the expenses, aided schools may deploy the EOEBG/surplus under the General
Domain of OEBG as appropriate. Any outstanding deficit thereafter should then be borne by the
school’s own fund/non-government funds. DSS schools and caput schools can deploy government
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funds or non-government funds to cover such deficit. For government schools, the expenditure
must not exceed the allocation in the respective financial year. If necessary, the surplus under the
Expanded Subject and Curriculum Block Grant to top up the Grant can be used. Transfer of the
Grant and/or its unspent balance to any other accounts is not allowed in all schools.

10. Public-sector schools and DSS schools may use the Grant across different school years
from the current school year to the end of the 2026/27 school year. That is, schools may carry
forward the unspent balance of the Grant for use in the subsequent school year/financial year until
31 August 2027. Schools are required to return the completed “Report on the Use of the One-off
Grant for Promoting Chinese Culture Immersion Activities” (Annex 2 [Chinese version only]) to
the Chinese Language Education Section, Curriculum Development Institute, EDB on or before
30 September 2027. Based on the reports on the use of the Grant submitted by the schools, the
EDB will claw back any unspent balance as at 31 August 2027 from aided schools (including
special schools), caput schools and DSS schools. As for government schools, the period for using
the Grant is the same as that of aided schools, and any unspent balance will lapse on 31 August
2027. While schools are not required to submit copies of invoices and receipts of the expenditure
items to the EDB, they should properly use the Grant in accordance with the “Guidelines on the
Use of One-off Grant for Promotion of Chinese Culture Immersion Activities” (Annex 1 [Chinese
version only]) and file related financial records and documents for auditing and inspection when
necessary.

Evaluation and Accountability

11. Schools are required to observe the relevant guidelines issued by the EDB when using
the Grant and be accountable for its use. According to the principle of school-based management,
schools should draw up an implementation plan for the use of the Grant and incorporate the plan
into the Annual School Plan for submission to their SMC/IMC for endorsement. Schools should
also evaluate the use of the Grant on a regular basis and include the report on its use with details of
the subsidised items or activities, relevant expenses and evaluations in the Annual School Report
for submission to their SMC/IMC for endorsement. For the sake of greater transparency and in
accordance with the established arrangements, the Annual School Plan and School Report
(incorporating the implementation plan and report on the use of the “One-off Grant for Promotion
of Chinese Culture Immersion Activities” respectively) endorsed by their SMC/IMC should be
uploaded onto the school website.

Briefing

12. EDB will conduct a briefing cum school experiences sharing session on “One-Off
Grant for Promotion of Chinese Culture Immersion Activities” in April 2024 to share how to
properly use the Grant and other resources to provide students with multifarious cultural learning
experiences, with a view to help students understand and appreciate Chinese culture, and to create
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a cultural atmosphere on school campus. Details of the briefing session will be announced through
the Training Calendar System (https://tcs.edb.gov.hk/).

Enquiry
13. For enquiries, please contact Ms CHOW Pui-sze, Cristal or Ms LEE Yee-lai, Amy of

the Chinese Language Education Section, Curriculum Development Institute at 2892 5834 or 3540
7411 respectively.

Ms LAW Kit-ling, Grace
for Permanent Secretary for Education

c.c. Heads of Sections — for information
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